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Appendix – Approximate Aramaic Forms of Names of People and Places 

 

Name Aramaic Form IPA Pronunciation 
Roman Script 

Transliteration 

Jesus of Nazareth 
ܢܨܪܬ  ܡܢ ܝܫܘܥ  (Yeshu‘a min 

Natzrat) 

/jeˈʃuːʕa min 

naˈt͡ srat/ 
Yeshu‘a min Natsrat 

John the Baptist 
ܡܥܡܕܢܐ ܝܘܚܢܢ  (Yohanan 

Ma‘mdana) 

/joˈħanan 

maʕməˈdaːna/ 
Yohanan Ma‘mdana 

Elijah ܐܝܠܝܐ (Elya) /ʔeːlˈja/ Elya 

Malachi ܡܠܐܟܝ (Mal‘akhi) /malʔaˈkhi/ Mal‘akhi 

Judas Iscariot 
ܣܟܪܝܘܬܐ  ܝܗܘܕܐ   (Yehuda 

Skaryota) 
/jeˈhuːda skaˈrjota/ Yehuda Skaryota 

Simon  ܫܡܥܘܢ (Shim‘on) /ʃimˈʕoːn/ Shim‘on 

Peter  ܟܐܦܐ (Kefa) /ˈkeːfa/ Kefa 

John son of 

Zebedee 

ܙܒܕܝ ܒܪ  ܝܘܚܢܢ  (Yohanan bar 

Zabdai) 

/joˈħanan bar 

zabˈdaj/ 
Yohanan bar Zabdai 

James son of 

Zebedee 

ܙܒܕܝ ܒܪ  ܝܥܩܘܒ   (Ya‘qob bar 

Zabdai) 

/jaʕˈqoːb bar 

zabˈdaj/ 
Ya‘qob bar Zabdai 

The sons of 

Zebedee 
ܙܒܕܝ ܒܢܝ  (B‘nai Zabdai) /bəˈnaj zabˈdaj/ B‘nai Zabdai 

Andrew ܐܢܕܪܐܘܣ (Andrawos) /anˈdraːwos/ Andrawos 

Philip  ܦܝܠܝܦܘܣ (Pilippos) /piˈlipːos/ Pilippos 

Galilee ܓܠܝܠܐ (Galila) /ˌɡaliːˈla/ Galila 

Galilean ܓܠܝܠܝܐ (Galilaya) /ɡaˌliːlaˈja/ Galilaya 

Samaria ܫܡܪܝܢ (Shamrayn) /ʃamˈrajn/ Shamrayn 

Judea  ܝܗܘܕ (Yehud) /jeˈhuːd/ Yehud 

Judean ܝܗܘܕܝܐ (Yehudaya) /jeˌhuːdaˈja/ Yehudaya 
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Jerusalem ܐܘܪܫܠܡ (Urishlem) /uːriʃˈlem/ Urishlem 

Joseph ܝܘܣܦ (Yosep) /joˈsep/ Yosep 

Mary ܡܪܝܡ (Maryam) /marˈjam/ Maryam 

Mary Magdalene 
ܡܓܕܠܝܬܐ  ܡܪܝܡ  (Maryam 

Magdalyta) 

/marˈjam 

maɡdaˈljəta/ 
Maryam Magdalyta 

 

 


